Road-Rait Transport
the trunk roads, the Municipalities and the
village Panchayats. Besides these, the Forest
Department has its own small share of roads to
maintain.
The cost of maintaining this extensive sy si em
which, it is shown, amounted to more than
Rs. 150 lakhs in 1928, is met partly out of
loans and partly out of revenue, though the
major expenditure is from local revenue. In
1930-31 the expenditure from local revenues
was more than Rs., 202 lakhs as against Rs. 29
lakhs from Provincial revenues. The loans are
made by the Central Government out of the
Road Development Fund, constituted, on the
recommendation of the Committee on Roud
Development in 1924, out of the proceeds of the
Central tax on petrol. The allocation of these
grants would be seen to be on the basis of the
Provincial consumption of petrol. The other
heads of revenue are the tax on motor vehicles,
Central as well as Provincial, the provincial
duty on the retail sale of petrol, taxes on iyros
and spare parts, etc. The author is of the
opinion that the abolition of the tolls IWH led to
a considerable shrinkage in local revenues* hi
consequence, the finance of local boclioH has been
seriously affected as is evidenced by the snd ntaie
of our roads to-day. He regrets the exetripiion
of bullock carts from taxation mul ndvocales a
system whereby the destructive qualities of the
narrow-tyred vehicle will be suitably taxed* I Jo
concludes by saying, " the need for" constructing
and planning new roads so as to give accran to
the interior to tap the rural parts is all the
greater if the present motor competitipn with
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